
TDP e-portfolio process overview
Understand the purpose and scope of this assignment. Learn why this is the capstone 
assignment for the TDP Advanced Track and see examples on this page. Still not convinced? 
Check out testimonials here. 
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Look through examples and note what inspires you. Examples of standout portfolios are 
here (though note that many of these may be more complex than you might be aiming for). This 
guidance site might also give you some ideas for how you want to convey your teaching via a 
digital portfolio. 
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All this in mind, think about your own goals and bandwidth for this capstone assignment. 
For example: 

- Are you planning to use this portfolio on the job market? Or are you primarily completing 
it for yourself and/or in service of TDP requirements? 

- Do you have an existing site you want to add to, or will you be creating a site from 
scratch? 

- How much time are you hoping to dedicate to this project? As little as possible? As much 
as it takes to produce something beautiful? Somewhere inbetween?

Your response to these questions can shape the decisions you make about your portfolio →
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https://tdp.ctl.columbia.edu/progress/portfolio/
https://tdp.ctl.columbia.edu/about/testimonials/
https://tdp.ctl.columbia.edu/progress/portfolio/
http://cd3100.sandbox.library.columbia.edu/difftemplate/
http://cd3100.sandbox.library.columbia.edu/difftemplate/


TDP e-portfolio decision tree
What materials do you want to include in your portfolio? 

For the TDP Advanced Track, you will be putting together materials like the teaching statement 
and a summary of teaching evaluations. Consider which of these you want to include in your 
portfolio. Are there additional materials you want to include? Maybe additional syllabi or 
teaching materials? What additional visual media, if any, might you include? See our sample 
site for guidance about communicating your teaching practice visually. 

A

Example 1: Milica translated 
insights gained from putting 
together materials into the 
specific medium of the 
e-portoflio. For example, 
Rather than include her full 
teaching statement, Milica 
summarized key values and 
practices with bullet points 
and images

Example 2: Nicole 
included all materials 
she created for the 
TDP in her portfolio

http://cd3100.sandbox.library.columbia.edu/difftemplate/
http://cd3100.sandbox.library.columbia.edu/difftemplate/


TDP e-portfolio decision tree
What is your ideal ratio and relationship between text and visual materials? 

One of the affordances of an e-portfolio is the ability to use visual and textual media to convey 
your thoughts. See our sample site for more on visual communication basics. However, even if 
your e-portfolio includes primarily text, the online format allows for cross-linking between 
pages. Thus, as you assemble materials for your portfolio, think about how you might visually 
convey what you’ve written about your teaching, as well as which materials might co-inform 
each other (e.g., you could link to teaching materials and evaluations in your teaching 
statement) to help paint a full picture of your teaching practice. 

B

Example 1: Notice how 
Milica uses a combination 
of images, bullets, 
formating, and more to 
convey her ideas in a visual 
format. Additional strategies 
might include using color, 
icons, or additional images 
to (visually) highlight or 
communicate key ideas.  

Example 2: Notice 
how Tim uses 
hyperlinks, text 
boxes, and an image 
to punctuate his 
text-centered 
teaching philosophy. 

http://cd3100.sandbox.library.columbia.edu/difftemplate/visual-communication-101/
https://twrand.github.io/portfolio/overview.html


TDP e-portfolio decision tree
What platform will you use for your e-portfolio? C

Option 1: Add a page 
or section to your 
existing personal 
website (if you have 
one) to describe your 
teaching, as Tim and 
Janine did. 

Option 2: Request to use the platform 
(Wordpress via the Columbia Sandbox) 
and/or template (compatible with free or 
paid Wordpress sites) supported by the CTL 
& CU Libraries, as James, Milicia, Nicole did 
(see Caitlin’s example below). Note: the 
Sandbox is free until graduation.

Option 3: Build your own 
site using a different 
platform; for example: 
Google Sites (not 
compatible with Lionmail), 
wix, square, or github (as 
Tim did). 

No matter which option you choose, resources await! →

https://twrand.github.io/portfolio/overview.html
https://jmc.sandbox.library.columbia.edu
https://milicailicic.sandbox.library.columbia.edu
http://nicolemandel.sandbox.library.columbia.edu
https://twrand.github.io/portfolio/overview.html


TDP e-portfolio decision tree
How much time do you want to invest in this project? Here are 3 different approaches to 
the e-portfolio 

D

Lots of customization Mostly text with some images Simple yet effective

https://milicailicic.sandbox.library.columbia.edu
http://cd3100.sandbox.library.columbia.edu
http://makulumyalexander-hills.sandbox.library.columbia.edu/#sample-syllabus


TDP e-portfolio resources

Need help writing and 
assembling portfolio 
materials? Start here. 

Want to think more about how to 
translate your teaching portfolio 
materials to a website? Check 
out this sample site. 

Do you plan to use the Columbia 
Sandbox (or Wordpress more 
generally)? Request the Sandbox 
upon switching to the Advanced Track 
or via email: 
CTLgrads@columbia.edu 

Resources for the TDP e-portfolio are online; here’s a brief summary: 

Also, we have step-by-step instructions 
to walk you through the editing and 
design process in Wordpress. 

https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/enroll/K7E3JA
http://cd3100.sandbox.library.columbia.edu/difftemplate/
mailto:CTLgrads@columbia.edu
https://tdp.ctl.columbia.edu/progress/portfolio/

